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MINUTES OF LYMPSHAM ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING   04/05/2021 
DRAFT 

 
Councillors Present:  Mrs. A. Bennett, (Chairman), Mr B. Gooding, Mr J. Hinton, Mr R. Leveridge, Mr G. 
Tuttiett, Mrs H. White.   
Also Attending: County Councillor B. Filmer and Mrs S. Ferguson (Clerk) 
Minutes were taken by the Clerk. The meeting opened at 7.30 pm. 
 
LPC34/21 Councillor R. Leveridge proposed Councillor A. Bennett as Chairman, seconded by Councillor J. 
Hinton. It was resolved to re-elect Councillor A. Bennett as Chairman. 
 

LPC35/21 Chairman A. Bennett duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 

LPC36/21 Councillor B. Gooding was proposed and seconded as Vice Chairman. 
 It was resolved to re-elect Councillor B. Gooding. Councillor Gooding duly signed Acceptance of Office. 
 

LPC37/21 Apologies and Declarations of Interest and Dispensations: 
Councillor H. Allsopp sent her apologies. Councillor R. Leveridge declared an interest in a planning 
application in item 6 of the Agenda. 
 

 LPC 38/21 It was resolved to approve the Minutes of 15th March 2021 
 
(County Councillor B. Filmer left the meeting before the next item) 
 

LPC39/21 Planning Applications considered: 

 31/21/00009 Chestnut Cottage, Purving Row, Lympsham. BS24 0ED. Erection of a summerhouse. It 
was resolved to offer No Observations on this application. 

 

 31/21/00008 12 The Boundaries, Lympsham. BS24 0DF. Conversion on part of existing garage to 
form home office. Erection of single garage on side (South West) of existing garage. It was resolved 
(with one abstention) to Support this application as in keeping with surrounding properties.  

(County Councillor B. Filmer re-joined the meeting). 
 
LPC40/21 It was resolved to reform a speed watch group (Clerk to ask for volunteers). The Clerk was asked 
to send ideas of stickers available to the Members, and then order a trial pack of nine to be placed in 
strategic areas. Councillor H. White also spoke about the “Dead Slow “campaign which she personally had 
been investigating. 
 
LPCC41/21 Village Events were discussed as the way out of Lockdown roadmap is looking positive. 

“Lympsham in Bloom” is due to be judged in early July, there will be open gardens on weekend of 19th July 

and the money meant for a VE75 Celebration is to be saved for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022.  

 

LPC42/21 The Clerk informed the Members that a Contract had been received from Somerset County 

Council for the release of the Climate Change Community Fund money, (£34,727.00), for the various 
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projects granted funding throughout the village. The Chairman signed the Contract as an Authorised 

signatory, and the Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer explained that she had to monitor the projects 

closely and produce reports on the differences that funding had made to the community as part of the 

follow up process. No Public monies would be released without proof of work being carried out and 

documentation produced and reported on.  

LPC43/21 Councillor G. Tuttiett had informed the Clerk that the football goals had been refurbished free of 

charge by a resident and were now back on the field and being enjoyed by the youngsters. It was debated 

that if new goals were needed in the future, that Community Infrastructure Levy money could be used. It 

was resolved that this would happen when necessary. 

LPC44/21 £5058.73 had been received in Community Infrastructure Levy. 

 The total now available was £5234.94. Ideas were discussed for future usage of the money; the Clerk was 

asked to make an enquiry on whether refurbishment of the railings next to the village green was a valid 

Levy spend.  

 

LPC45/21 It was resolved to adopt the Standing Orders.  
 

LPC 46/21 It was resolved to adopt the Financial Regulations. 
 

LPC 47/21 The Clerk had previously mentioned that the Asset Register had been updated.  
 It was resolved to accept the review and the Clerk restated the figures in last year’s accounts. The Clerk 
had advised an uplift in Insured values based on this, and it was resolved that this should be actioned and 
the Clerk asked to report back on the change in premium.  
 

LPC48/21 It was resolved to receive the Internal Auditor’s Report.  
Thanks were sent to Mr. R. Young  
 

LPC49/21 It was resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement 2020-2021. 
 

LPC50/21 It was resolved to approve the Accounting Statements 2020-2021. 
 
LPC51/21 It was resolved to approve the Certificate of Exemption for limited assurance review for year 
ended 31st March 2021. 
 

LPC52/21 It was resolved to adopt the Powers of Delegation Policy with immediate effect. 

LPC53/21 Financial report and Payment Schedule April and May 2021 
 

a. Clerk Salary April = £568.56 
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b. Somerset Association of Councils (Councillor Training) = £30.00 

c. Whitehouse Kennels (dog bins) = £96.00 

d. Starboard Systems (Scribe Accounts Subscription 2021-2022) = £345.60 

e. Sedgemoor District Council (play area bins) = £97.66 

f. Tasker Printers (Lympsham News) = £521.00 

g. Internal Auditor= £50.00 

h. Clerk Salary May + Quarterly Expenses = £668.56 

i. Whitehouse Kennels (dog bins) = £TBA 

j. Defibrillator Replacement pads =£112.80 

k. Ink Cartridges = £16.49 

l. Play train = £2398.80 

m. Pirate Boat+ fixings = £712.20 

n. PGC (Grounds Maintenance) = £206.00 

 

 Current Account balance (after all above payments) = £ 7191.05   

+ Vat 126 claim received that day = £591.46  

+RLT/2 money of £2379.00 (still to arrive, followed up.) 

 Deposit Account (including reserves and earmarked reserves) = £8758.73 

(Earmarked Reserves = £1625.00 Village Celebration Fund and CIL =£5234.94) 

(Capital Reserves = £1898.29) 

 Player- Mason Account= £2406.63 

LPC54/21 Clerk and General Reports: 
 
The end of Financial year 2020-2021 had been a smooth operation with the Scribe Accounts system in 
place, and the Internal Auditor had carried out his checks on Financial and Internal Controls. He reported 
no issues of concern and completed the Internal Audit, so the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return (AGAR) is now complete and ready to be ratified at the Meeting on 4th May. The Council will once 
again be exempt from Limited Assurance Review (External Audit) as it meets the criteria for this.  
The Clerk has been researching the amounts currently covered by the Insurance Policy after carrying out a 
full review of the Asset Register, and would advise a lift in cover in some areas to reflect the review.  
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The defibrillator needs covering (£1800.00) and the street furniture is covered for £8998.00, whereas the 
replacement value is more like £15,000.00, taking the Community shelter into account. 
The play area equipment is covered for £16,900.00 and the Asset Register shows £25, 500. However, when 
the old train is disposed of and the new boat and train replaced, this will be more like £19, 300. 00. This is 
due to the high replacement cost of a wooden train as opposed to the recycled version. The Clerk suggests 
perhaps a lift here of £2000. 00 would be appropriate. 
The proposed closing of West Road for gas mains work to Lime Grove had caused some concern amongst 
residents living in South Road as some signage had been put in the wrong place suggesting South Road was 
going to be closed for 26 days. This has been clarified and the signs have been moved/ replaced. The Clerk 
arranged for a local business owner to be put in touch directly with the contractors to discuss access 
arrangements. 
The Clerk has received advice that the Play area safety report will be carried out in June. It was brought to 
the Clerk’s attention that a harmful weed (Arum) has been seen in the play area. In fact, it is widely spread 
throughout the village this year for some reason. The Clerk visited the play area on Sunday 25th April and 
pulled out all she could see, and applied weed killer. She has also contacted Phil Collings (PGC) to ask if he 
could check on this as well.  
It has been confirmed that virtual meetings cannot legally be held after 7th May. This decision is generally 
viewed as not being in line with the safe return to business by most Councils and their Officers and in line 
with other Councils, the Clerk advises the Members to resolve the Scheme of Delegation to ensure 
continuity of business until restrictions lift (if road map continues to roll out successfully).  
A resident had approached the Council with ideas to celebrate Somerset Day. It was suggested to celebrate 
more widely next year when restrictions are lifted, and to approach the Vicar to see if the flag could fly 
from the Church this year. 
The refurbishment of the telephone box has been carried out by the Women’s Institute, and it is gleaming 
and ready to operate as a plant exchange shortly. 

Chairman Annual Review 2020-2021:  
This was to be published in the next Lympsham News, on the Website and on Notice Boards. 
 

 GENERAL REPORTS 
 

 Neighbourhood Watch: Farm and Household burglaries reported. 

 Play area and Defibrillator Inspections: Now carried out weekly by the Clerk.  

 Lympsham C. of E. Academy & Pre-School: Nothing reported. 

 Manor Hall: Electrician contacted and booked for summer holidays to install heating. 

 Sports Club: Opened on Friday 16th April for outdoor drinks. Looking positive for a new café 

proposal to go ahead on 18th May. 

  Highways: Correspondence noted about a new consultation on A38 proposals. 

 Grounds Maintenance & General Maintenance: Grounds Maintenance underway for the 

season.  

 Drainage Issues: The blocked drain by Manor Farm is still to be investigated. 

 Footpaths: Ongoing walking and sign replacing project.  

 Village Events: Discussed above. 
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 Lympsham in Bloom 2021: With the daffodils dying back, a prairie garden has been 

developed at the entrance to the carpark; unfortunately, the odd display near the pound 

has suffered at the hands of small children, so we are encouraging parents / carers to keep 

'an eye on' the youngsters. Having just received further details from 'Britain in Bloom - 

South West', plans are afoot to purchase plants within a colour scheme to prepare for a visit 

very early in July! Our biggest problem is having enough volunteers to weed, water, etc. the 

various displays: so posters plus advertising will be published very soon - no help will mean 

fewer, less attractive displays! The focal point will be the village pound, so the judge will see 

the quintessential vista of our village, therefore, we will be advising the PC contractor of the 

timings plus ask the PC to approve & fund the timely cutting of grass areas that are part of 

the SDC contract as a 'one-off'. Support was offered as resolved in November 2020 (Min 

93/20) to enable the benches at the Pound to be refurbished before the end of June. 

 Village Signs Sub-Committee: Possible County / District re-organisation may mean 

'wholesale re-branding'? 

 St. Christopher's Church Re-ordering: Asbestos survey successfully carried out in March and 

Quinquennial Inspection brought forward to inform Re-ordering plans. 

 County and District report: Count Councillor B. Filmer spoke about the Court Case failing 

meaning that Virtual meetings would not be legally binding after 6th May 2021. Infection 

rates in the area have been unstable, but the numbers are very low now. Vaccinations are 

well under way with 90 percent of over 50’s and 70 per cent of over 16’s having had their 

first one. Primary school places had been allocated with 95 per cent having got their 

parents’ first choice and 98 per cent were in their top three choices. 

 No Planning Application decisions since last Reports.  

 

LPC55/21 Items for discussion at next meeting:  
 

Community Councils for Somerset subscription (£100.00 per annum). 
 

 Next Meeting: Monday 21st June 2021 at 7. 30pm. 

 Please note this will be an informal Meeting via Zoom, not a Parish Council Meeting. For 

the continuation of Parish Council Business, the above Delegated Powers Policy (min 

52/21) will be followed until such time as Members feel it is safe to meet in person in the 

Manor Hall. This is anticipated to be in September at the present time of writing.  

 

The meeting ended at 8.50 pm 


